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Democratic machine fanned the flames of white anger and fear.  Orators spoke of racial 
amalgamation, economic and political “Negro domination,” and Republican corruption, subjects 
that undoubtedly angered poor whites, as did newspaper reports of black-on-white rape and black 
insolence throughout the South. Democratic leaders successfully identified the African American 
male as a threat to white civilization and the cause of social illnesses.  In an essay published in 
Collier’s Weekly, Waddell suggested that the destruction of the offices of the Record was the 
original goal of the white mob. Yet, before the riot, the Wilmington press printed a speech in 
which he declared that he would rid Wilmington of Manly and “Negro rule” “even if we have to 
choke the Cape Fear river with (black) carcasses.”24  Waddell’s declaration reflects the 
extralegal methods of preservation that the Democratic Party and city leadership incited among 
voters anxious to prove their manhood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
24 Alfred Moore Waddell, “The Story of the Wilmington, N.C., Race Riot,” Collier’s Weekly, November 26, 1898, 
pg. 4; Wilmington Morning Star, October 25, 1898.  Waddell acknowledged this declaration in the essay published 
by Collier’s Weekly.  It is important to note that, in addition to two essays on the Wilmington Race Riot, this issue of 
Collier’s included several articles on the various imperial endeavors, further cementing a relationship between white 
male supremacy at home and abroad. 


